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Members in Attendance 

Chief Christopher Brickell, Chair, Vermont Association of Chiefs of Police 
Major William Sheets, Vice Chair, Proxy for DPS Commissioner, Vermont State Police 
Executive Director Richard Gauthier, Vermont Criminal Justice Training Council 

Colonel William Elovirta, Proxy for Commissioner Robert Ide, Vermont Dept of Motor Vehicles 
David Scherr, Vermont Attorney General’s Office 

Heather Simons, Proxy for Commissioner Lisa Menard, Vermont Department of Corrections 
Gary Moore, Public Seat 

George Scribner, Vermont Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Sheriff Bill Bohnyak, Vermont Sheriff’s Association 

Thomas Mozzer, Vermont Trooper’s Association 
Joe Damiata, Vermont Leagues of Cities and Towns 

Silas Loomis, Vermont Constables Association 
Mike Major, Vermont Police Association 

 
 

Other Attendance 
Gail Williams, Vermont Police Academy 

Cindy Taylor-Patch, Vermont Police Academy 
James Whitcomb, Vermont State Police 

Matthew Birmingham, Vermont State Police 
Kelly Kindestin, Vermont Leagues of Towns and Cities 

Commissioner Tom Anderson, Vermont State Police 
 
 

 
 
Chief Brickell: Called the meeting to order at 9:10. 
 
Introductions: Chief Brickell asked for introductions to be made. 
 
Committee Reports: 

• Use of Force Report - Motion was made by Si Loomis to accept, second by George Scribner. 
• Training Report – Cindy went over the report and announced that the Basic Class is down to 32. 

There are not enough roll players and instructors. The number of Canine teams is over the 
maximum amount. The FTO school went well, the materials were reformatted and have had good 
feedback. The deadline is June 30th for officers to have attended the Act 80 training. After the 
April 19th class there will be approximately 70 officers left to take it. The Academy is 
transitioning to an online registration through Eventbrite for in-service classes.  
 Questions were asked about the lack of instructors – some instructors have other 
commitments, some have left employment or had promotions, or just didn’t pan out. The 
preference for instructors is they have 5 years experience and it is ideal if they are an FTO. Major 



Sheets will push VSP and Sheriff Bohnyak will send an email to the Sheriff’s to let them all know 
of the Academy’s needs. 
 Major Sheets suggested adding a place on the online registration for entering the name of 
person sponsoring trainings. 
 Motion to accept training report by Gary Moore, second by George Scribner. 
 

Tom Anderson, commissioner of Public Safety: Introduced himself, thanked the Council Members for 
what they do, gave background on himself, and announced his intention to attend a couple Council 
Meetings a year.  

Executive Director’s report: Executive Director Gauthier gave a Legislative update. 
• H.492. House took testimony yesterday. The bill language is confusing, its intent is unclear, and it 

doesn’t seem to take into account what the Academy is already doing. E.D. Gauthier will be 
submitting his concerns on the language in writing and will be monitoring the bill. Tom Anderson 
will also put recommendations in writing. David Scherr gave an update on the AG’s outlook. 

• H.22 E.D. Gauthier talked about the bill and went over a few areas of concern: The current 
language in regard to the Councils role in decertification and recertification, and the language of 
the Council’s involvement for category B offenses.  

 

10-minute break resumed at 10:15 

E.D. Gauthier gave a recap from before the break on VSEA position vs. where the Council 
working group stands. Chief Brickell and E.D. Gauthier both recommend sticking with the 
working groups recommendations. Discussion ensued. Chief’s, Sheriff’s, Police Association, 
Troopers Association are also in favor of sticking with the working groups recommendations of 
letting the Agency handle 1st offenses, and letting the Council handle second and subsequent 
offenses at its discretion.  
 

• Entrance Exam: E.D. Gauthier went over the test analysis. There areas of concern with the 
analysis. The Academy is changing some of the wording in a couple of the questions in the 
reading comprehensions section to make the question and/or answers more understandable for the 
testing applicants. There has been talk of changing the passing grade from 70 to 65. When the 
time comes, it will be brought to the Council for decision. 
 

• Governance Committee Meeting: money will not be given to the Academy, the money for the 
capital construction of the East cottage has vanished. There is money to update the wiring in the 
main building. 
 

• Implementation Plan: The working group has separated the plan by immediate, near, and long 
term plans. E.D. Gauthier went through the action items of the plan that have change 
recommendations. These sections are section #1 is being addressed in H.22, #3a has been on the 
Academy website, #3 materials are being compiled, #4a recommended to be moved to near term, 
#6 is a challenge due to lack of request and staff so is done on a request basis, #9 Cpt. Jonas has 
created a PowerPoint of four-hour training, and #15 is in process. 
  
Chief Brickell asked if the Academy has adequate staff for #9. Cindy confirmed it would need 
outside help. Major Sheets volunteered Cptn. Jonas to teach a train the trainer. 
 
Major Sheets asked about changing #16 to immediate term, it was agreed to discuss this further. 
 



E.D. Gauthier is looking for Council feedback and recommendations as to where to go now and 
moving forward. E.D. Gauthier recommends using the AG’s guidelines. An oversight committee 
was created comprised of the AG’s office, Heather Simons, VSP personnel, Mike Major, Chief 
Brickell, E.D. Gauthier, and Sheriff Benard to meet on Aug 21st 10:00 at the Police Academy to 
revisit and come up with a progress report for the next council meeting. 
 
 

Review and Modify Committee Structures: The internal discussion is that the committees are not 
giving the best outcome. The Training Advisory Committee (TAC) is agency head heavy. The DV 
Committee is ok. Use of Force (UOF) Committee is heavy on firearms instructors. The Academy is 
looking for cross representation and a balanced way to get opinions through multiple perspectives. It is 
questioned if the Chair and Vise Chair of the committees be changed occasionally. Cindy suggested the 
committees include a makeup of more FTO’s and recent graduates to balance the perspective. Cindy was 
asked to have a write up for the next Council Meeting of the recommendations. Major Sheets suggested 
this was a good time to look at all the committees to disband or redirect committees as needed, as well as 
a good time for a written rule as to civilian participation.  

New Business:   
• E.D. Gauthier informed the Council that he appeared in front of Senate Government Operations 

to give them an overview of the Council function, and to educate new members what law 
enforcement does, what the Council does, regulations, basic certification, clarify questions on 
Level II and Level III, Fair and Impartial Policing, Mental Health training.  

• Tom Mozzer brought up the tech committee, whether the Academy can to do testing out-of-state 
or regionally, and the tech committee should use the opportunity to talk about the technology of 
future testing.  

• Major Sheets said VSP is wondering with the Academy is going to do now that Cooper is not 
longer supporting PT standards. VSP is going to stick to their 50% standards. Cindy informed the 
Council that the Academy has been discussing this issue. Leslie Bodette is going to training 
programs to see what is out there. She has been talking to other states and the FBI to find out 
what they are doing for PT standards. She has also been charting the recruit’s scores which has 
been successful for the recruits.  

• Heather Simons asked about the Council subcommittee monitoring entrance testing, what is new, 
what is best. She asked if there are the same PT standards for everyone. There was discussion on 
Level II officers not being physically able to do some of the requirements such as kneeling, 
successfully completing the UOF class, and the firing range.  

• Director Elovirta asked how many people are scheduled for the Waiver School next week. E.D. 
Gauthier and Cindy explained the waiver process to the Council. Next week the class has six 
people, they will have the same FTO as a Level II officer, but will be provisionally certified upon 
completing the Waiver School and non-provisionally certified after successful completion of the 
FTO process.  

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Gary Moore, seconded by Capt. Major.  
 
Meeting adjourned 11:30. 


